reflectance in relation to a surface mean that light is directly reflected to a greater degree by that 
surface than by a surface having a "lesser" or "lower" specular reflectance. 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel claims without prejudice, and substitute the following new claims 5i^70: 



51. (New) A method for identifying a biological sample associated with a container, 
comprising: 

providing a cclntainer suitable for receiving a biological sample; 

providing a firfct database for storin gjnformario n relating t o said container; 

marking said container with a universally unique identifier which distinguishes said container 
from other like containers independendy of the contents of said container; 

associating said ) unive rsally unique iden tifier w ith c ontainer in formati on stored in said first 
database; 

placing a biological sample in said container; 

nd database for storing information relating to said biological sample; and 




providing a secc 



c 



associating said 
database. 

^ 52. (New) The 
one of a manufacturer o 



jniversaUy unique identifier with sample information stored in said second 

nethod of claim 51, wherein said container information identifies at least 
said container and a characteristic of said container. 




^S?^ \/ 53. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein said first database is maintained by a 
manufacturer of said container. 



rp^~\ \J 54. (New) The method of claim 51 , wherein said first database is maintained by an 

organization of container rmanufacturers. 

55. (New) The metnod of claim 51, wherein said first database is accessed by at least one of 
a dkect computer Hnk and the Intemet. ^d^^'^^^^^'^ 
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56. (New) The method of claim 51, \Aierein said sample information includes at least one 
of a patient identification and a test identification. 

57. (New) The method of claim 51, mrther comprising the step of using said universally 
unique identifier to query said second database and thereby retrieve said sample information. 

58. (New) The method of claim 511 further comprising the step of using said universally 
unique identifier to modifj^ said sample information stored in said second database. 

y 59. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein said second database is maintained by a user of 
said container. 

^/ 60. (New) The method of claim/ 51, wherein said universally xinique identifier provides the 
equivalent of at least 12 decimal digits. 

y61. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein said universally unique identifier provides the 



equivalent of at least 18 decimal digits./ xy^^^^s^^ \^ ^ 



62. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein said universally unique identifier comprises 

. one or more first areas on an outer sJrface of said container having a first specular reflectance which 
differs from a second specular reflecljance of a second area adjacent to said first area. 

63. (New) The method of claim 62, wherein said first specular reflectance is less than said 
second specular reflectance. 

64. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein said marking step comprises laser etching said 
outer surface of said container to difine said one or more first areas. 

65. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein said marking step comprises abrading said 
outer surface of said container to define said one or more first areas. 

66. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein said marking step comprises applying a thin 
film member to said outer surface of said container. 
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